
CSE 191: Virtual 
Reality Technology
LECTURE #2: WHAT IS VR?



“I hear and I forget. 
I see and I remember. 

I do and I understand.”

Confucius?, 551-479 BC



Virtual Reality: Definition
Definition of virtual reality on Merriam-Webster:

An artificial environment which is experienced through sensory stimuli 
(such as sights and sounds) provided by a computer and in which one's 
actions partially determine what happens in the environment.



Related Terms
Virtual environment

Artificial reality

Computer generated environment

Computer simulated environment

Synthetic environment

Spatial immersion

Cyberspace

Virtual worlds

Virtual presence



VR in Movies



Oculus
August 2012: Palmer Luckey revives 
VR with Oculus Kickstarter

March 2014: Facebook acquires 
Oculus for $2B
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Application Domains
Gaming
Entertainment
Training
Architecture
Medicine
Simulators
Scientific visualization



The VR Spectrum
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The Mixed Reality Spectrum
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